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Welcome to another issue of the City of Memphis - Division of Housing and Community 
Development’s E-Newsletter, Neighborhood CONNECT. 

If you would like to contribute to the newsletter, please visit us at 
www.cityofchoice.org/nrc/newsletter.html to upload your article and photos.

Robert Lipscomb
Director of Housing & Community

Development
Executive Director of 

Memphis Housing Authority

COVER STORY 
Hattiloo Theatre

The Hattiloo Theatre recently moved 
from its former location on Marshall 
Avenue near downtown Memphis to its 
newly constructed multimillion dollar 
building in Overton Square – thanks, 
in part, to the redevelopment efforts 
of the City of Memphis Housing and 
Community Development.  To recog-
nize this milestone event,  organizers, 
lead by theatre founder and Executive/
Artistic Director, Ekundayo Bandele, 
hosted a day long celebration.  Samika 
Johnson, Managing Director, is excited 
about this new phase in the life of Hat-
tiloo Theatre.  “Our grand opening was 
on Saturday, June 28th and on August 
21st, our new season officially opens 
with the production, Stick Fly.”  Read 
more on Page 4.

IN THIS ISSUE:
NRC 2015 & NUSA 2016
There is an air of excitement here in Memphis centered 
upon a holistic approach to leveraging public private part-
nerships to build our communities. Mayor A C Whar-
ton’s agenda is aimed at making Memphis a city of choice. 
Read more on page 3. 

OVERTON SQUARE REVITALIZED!
The iconic intersection at Madison Avenue and Cooper 
Street has taken shape.  Better known as Overton Square, 
this popular entertainment district has been a vibrant 
place for some time and now, it’s making another come-
back. Read more on page 4.

 
HEALTH WATCH URBAN MINISTRY
Health Watch Urban Ministry was established in August, 
2003 and our mission has always been to promote wellness 
and health through prevention, intervention, and manage-
ment and thereby increasing the quality of life for the citi-
zens of Memphis. Read more on page 8.
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Neighborhood Redevelopment Conference
SAVE THE DATE: “Just Be A Good Neighbor” 
Conference Dates: April 15-17, 2015

There is an air of excitement here in Memphis centered upon a holistic approach to leveraging public pri-
vate partnerships to build our communities. Mayor A C Wharton’s agenda is aimed at making Memphis a 
city of choice.  It means that Memphis is a place that attracts people who have choices to live anywhere and 
people who deserve choices for better lives. We are committed to developing sustainable and effervescent 
neighborhoods; as well as celebrating the uniqueness of over thirty-five targeted neighborhoods and more 
than two-hundred registered neighborhoods associations.
 

During this three-day event volunteers, corporations, governments, and community leaders, will meet to 
share invaluable knowledge that will assist in building and transforming communities of all sizes. Attendees 
can look forward to a wide variety of workshops about innovative approaches to neighborhood redevelop-
ment and community building, expert speakers, fun and entertainment. 
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OVERTON SQUARE
The iconic intersection at Madison Avenue and Cooper 
Street has taken shape.  Better known as Overton Square, 
this popular entertainment district has been a vibrant place 
for some time and now, it’s making another comeback. The 
area provides a variety of experiences for every palate with 
an array of restaurants, retail, entertainment, as well as a 
movie theater.   Just as exciting, with the re-emergence of live 
theatre, this area will be even more concretely described as 
“Memphis’s Theater District.” Currently, Playhouse on the 
Square and Circuit Playhouse are located in the district, and 
now, the newly constructed Hattiloo Theatre calls Overton 
Square home.

It was critical to first provide the infrastructure necessary for 
a project of this scale. To accommodate this major project 
and the anticipated future growth, the City of Memphis has 
constructed a three-story, 449 space parking garage on the 
west side of the block bordered by Cooper Avenue, Trimble 
Place, Florence Street, and Monroe Avenue. The garage not 
only houses patrons’ vehicles, but it was built on a 1,000,000 
cubic gallon detention basin. Overton Square is located with-
in the Lick Creek Drainage Basin. During episodes of heavy 
rainfall, an excess volume of rain water run-off of 4,632,000 
cubic feet has occurred in a 25 year rain event. With the 
addition of this detention basin, which serves as a holding 
area for excessive rain water, a 28.6% improvement has been 
made, and the surrounding communities have seen the ben-
efits of this with decreased flooding. The garage was com-
pleted in 2013.  Tom Marshall, president of O. T. Marshall 
Architects, is the project manager. 

HATTILOO THEATRE
The Hattiloo Theatre recently moved from its former loca-
tion on Marshall Avenue near downtown Memphis to its 
newly constructed multimillion dollar building in Overton 
Square – thanks, in part, to the redevelopment efforts of the 
City of Memphis Housing and Community Development.  
To recognize this milestone event,  organizers, lead by theatre 
founder and Executive/Artistic Director, Ekundayo Bandele, 
hosted a day long celebration.  Samika Johnson, Managing 
Director, is excited about this new phase in the life of Hat-
tiloo Theatre.  “Our grand opening was on Saturday, June 
28th and on August 21st, our new season officially opens 
with the production, Stick Fly.” 

The theatre is one of few free-standing, independent African-
American theatres in America. As such, Hattiloo Theatre 
honors its responsibility to celebrate the cultural contribu-
tions African-Americans have made to our nation’s cultural 
canon, by producing plays by African-American playwrights 
and/or showcasing the talents of African-American perform-
ers in non-African-American works. While Hattiloo identi-
fies itself as an African-American repertory, many of its plays 
have multiracial casts and production teams.  

The new Hattiloo Theatre is approximately 12,000 square 
feet. Its main stage seats 150 - 175. The Black Box theatre 
seats 65. The lobby seats up to 110 guests at round banquet 
tables. The theatre’s backstage has dressing rooms, showers, 
and a green-room. There are three 1-man offices, an open 
office space, a multiuse room, and rehearsal space.  If you 
would like to be a part of Hattiloo Theatre, Ms. Johnson 
says that “people can volunteer for this season as an usher.”  
If you would like to help support Hattiloo Theatre in this 
way, please call Samika Johnson at 901-502-3486, for more 
information.
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You said, “We loved the diversity of the different neighborhoods represented and  meeting other 
neighborhood folk”  and  “We enjoyed learning about the history of other neighborhoods,” then, 
you said, “I  enjoyed the youth singing,” and then, you told us, “the food trucks…one of them even 
offered vegan food!  LET’S DO IT AGAIN!  Well, you spoke, we heard you, we listened, and on 
April 16, 2015, we will be back again with “A Taste of Memphis at Tiger Lane!”  That’s right.  Be-
cause of the overwhelming response, the City of Memphis Division of Housing and Community 
Development will host the Neighborhood Redevelopment Conference 2015 and, again, highlight-
ing Memphis’ amazing neighborhoods at Tiger Lane. What makes Memphis a great place to live, 
work, and play?  Why, its cool and hip, historical, diverse, and culturally rich neighborhoods, of 
course.  So, come join us for an evening of fun, great fellowship, exciting entertainment, and delec-
table food.  

Meet some new people or even people you hadn’t seen in awhile … learn something about each 
other’s neighborhoods … eat … and simply enjoy yourself at the 2nd annual “A Taste of Memphis at 
Tiger Lane”.  You liked it the first time, you’ll love it the second time around. 

So COME CELEBRATE YOUR GREATNESS
and mark your calendars for Thursday, April 16, 2015 
from 6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m., and we will see you at 
“A Taste of Memphis at Tiger Lane.”    
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The City of Memphis and Memphis Land 
Bank celebrated the Grand-Opening of Fair-
way Manor Apartments. This newly developed 
elderly and multi-family community consists of 
ninety-six (96) affordable rental units, located 
at 62 West Fairway in Memphis, Tennessee.  
Fairway Manor was part of the former site of 
Graves Manor, a dilapidated Memphis Housing 
Authority public housing community that was 
demolished in 2007. 

Fairway Manor Apartments are rented to house-
holds with annual incomes at or below 50 and 
60 percent of the area median income, with 68 
units reserved as public housing units.  Fairway 
Manor is comprised of forty-eight (48) one-
bedroom/one bath units and twenty (20) two-
bedroom/one bath units for the elderly. Rent 
assistance will be provided for those who qual-
ify. The multi-family section includes fourteen 
(14) three-bedroom/two and a half baths and 
fourteen (14) four-bedroom/two baths units. 
The gated community also has a senior amenity 
center with a leasing office and a nearly 3000 
square foot multi-family community building/
leasing office.  

“The opening of Fairway Manor
completes the redevelopment 
of all former public housing 

sites in southwest areas of the Memphis”, states 
Robert Lipscomb. This includes a total of six lo-
cations that have provided housing for families 
and the elderly, allowing them to come home 
each day to a safe, inviting environment. This is 
an accomplishment we can truly be proud of.”  
The City of Memphis Mayor A C Wharton, Jr. 
agrees that it is a cause to celebrate. “We have 
worked diligently to continuously deliver on 
our promise to provide the citizens of this great 
city with quality housing. This is a fundamen-
tal need for the well-being of all human beings. 
Fairway Manor is another component in the de-
livery of that promise.” 

The development of Fairway Manor was made 
possible with financing from a tax credit equity 
in the amount of $4,082,202 from private inves-
tors and a Memphis Housing Authority contri-
bution of Replacement Housing Factor Funds in 
the amount of $8,534,454.  Additionally, MHA 
contributed $379,870 and $1,037,706 in Capi-
tal Funds for the demolition of Graves Manor. 
Fairway Manor is being managed by Memphis 
Management Partners, for rental or application 
information, contact (901) 687-8033 or www.
fairwaymanor.info.
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Health Watch Urban Ministry was established in August, 2003 and our mission has always been to promote 
wellness and health through prevention, intervention, and management and thereby increasing the quality of 
life for the citizens of Memphis, particularly the residents of the Riverview Kansas Community. Assisting the 
Riverview Kansas Community in its impoverished, struggling condition is certainly going to take unified, com-
petent, and powerful partnerships, nevertheless we will succeed in fulfilling this challenge.

The Riverview Kansas community is home to many underprivileged children. Every day is commonplace to sub-
stance abuse, obesity, irresponsible sexual behavior, poor environmental quality and little access to health care. 
This summer HWUM sponsored as a sidebar to our Project Riverview ALIVE, a free summer camp—Camp 
Riverview ALIVE. 120 children ranging from 4 – 12 years of age participated, and some of the topics presented 
were spiritual and educational enrichment; cultural arts; health screenings; group games; and a variety of other 
activities.

 We were fortunate to have mission teams from Red Oak, TX, Oakland, TN, Alabama, and Bellevue Baptist 
Church to support us in team building skills and evangelism. Additionally, Methodist-Lebonheur Healthcare 
spent the last week of camp with us providing wellness, dental, vision screenings, three school uniforms, back-
packs, and school supplies to each camper. The Shelby County Sheriff’s Department along with McGruff made 
sure that the children are aware of tips for their safety. Words alone cannot express how grateful we are to all 
who gave of their time and expertise for HWUM’s first summer camp. We anticipate with pleasure Camp Riv-
erview ALIVE 2015!!!
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This past June, over three hundred residents from near and far traveled to the Klondike and Smokey City areas 
of North Memphis to participate in programs to help them prepare for and find work. The Klondike Smokey 
City Community Development Corporation, along with its community partners the Crosstown Development 
Project, the Shelby County Mayor’s Office, and Urban Strategies, organized a Job PREP Workshop on June 
7th followed by a Job Fair on June 28th. Both events were held at the Dave Wells Community Center at 915 
Chelsea Avenue. “Our residents need jobs and the necessary skills for new employment opportunities. That’s 
why we wanted to bring these important resources to the neighborhood,” said Ms. Quincey Morris, President 
of the Klondike Smokey City Community Development Corporation.

Ten organizations participated in the Job PREP Workshop on June 7th, which included Seedco, ResCare, 
JobLinc, Memphis Urban League, Workforce Investment Network (WIN), Memphis Young Women’s Chris-
tian Association (YWCA), Shelby County Government Re-Entry Office, Hope Works, Messick Career and 
Technology, and the Sheraton Downtown. Sixteen employers were present on June 28th for the Job Fair. They 
included Grinder Taber Grinder, the general contractor for the Crosstown Development project, several hotels, 
the Shelby County Government, Avon, Olympic Career Training Institute and Staffing Co., Church Health 
Center, Private First Class Driving Academy, and others.

Shelby County Mayor, Mark Luttrell attended both events to show his support. “This is not only a great oppor-
tunity for people to find out what the required skills are for a variety of jobs, but it is also good for the employ-
ers. They get an idea of the quality of our workforce and it gives them a chance to sell themselves to the commu-
nity.” Due to the success of this event, the organizers have started planning more opportunities for workforce 
development in the coming year. “We believe the job fair and the job preparation workshop will better-equip 
young people and others from the Klondike and Smokey City neighborhoods for successful careers. These are 
just some of the ways the Klondike Smokey City Community Development Corporation is helping to improve 
the quality of life in our area,” added Ms. Morris.
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Believe me when I tell you that something magical is happening in Binghampton.  I’m not telling 
you what I was told or what I read about in the Binghampton Times.  As it is with most things magi-
cal, I am sharing with you a feeling, an experience that made me see with new eyes a neighborhood 
that I drive through almost daily.  This kind of magic doesn’t happen overnight, although it may 
seem to, unless you are a part of helping to make it happen. 
  
Gray, dull buildings now seem to suddenly pop with color as though a happy child with a big box of 
crayons was let loose to bring life to a plain canvas.  And I find myself drawn to the fresh beauty of 
it all, looking right and left and then right again as I drive through to my destination.  Once upon 
a time not so long ago, there was little to draw my attention and even less to make me smile.

But now the  buildings smile at me first until I smile back and there are messages written on them 
that feed my soul and assure me that this is a community that cares and a place where people of all 
ages can live and learn and thrive.  From one end of Tillman (its main street) to the other, Bing-
hampton is speaking loudly and telling anyone who happens through it that yes, magic can happen 
here in Memphis neighborhoods without bulldozing them and displacing its residents.  It can and 
does happen when people who care come together to plan and work for a common cause – to im-
prove the quality of life of its residents.  When a community does the work, then the magic comes 
on its own. 

Congratulations and thank you to all of the folks in Binghampton who are doing the heavy lifting 
to transform this neighborhood with love and care.  I know there is a lot more to be done, but I look 
forward to this kind of magic spreading throughout the city.  I sure hope it’s contagious! 
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